
 

BARBARA R. BANKE 

One of the wine industry’s top executives and innovators, Jackson Family Wines Chairman 
& Proprietor Barbara R. Banke has spent the last three decades leading the company she 
co-founded with her late husband, wine icon Jess Jackson. Today, the Jackson Family’s 
wine portfolio is a global collection of world-class vineyards and wineries, including 
acclaimed properties in California, Oregon, France, Italy, Chile, Australia, and South Africa.   

Banke is a graduate of UCLA and Hastings Law School. As a former land use and 
constitutional law attorney, she spent more than a decade arguing cases before the United 
States Supreme Court and Courts of Appeal.  

Throughout the last decade, Banke has helmed Stonestreet Farm and the Stonestreet 
Training & Rehabilitation Center with a guiding focus to breed and develop high quality 
Thoroughbreds. Stonestreet has bred and raised the winners of more than 125 graded stake 
races, including Breeders’ Cup winners Malathaat and Goodnight Olive.  

Stonestreet Stables has captured over 45 grade one stake wins including three Breeders’ 
Cup races. Horses of the Year and Hall of Fame inductees Curlin and Rachel Alexandra, the 
homebred Eclipse Award winners Good Magic, My Miss Aurelia and Cartier Award-winning 
Lady Aurelia all carried the maroon and gold silks. 

Barbara is diligent in serving many Thoroughbred industry organizations and determined in 
her pursuit to secure a bright future for our industry. 

 



 

CARRIE BROGDEN 

Born and raised on her family’s Thoroughbred farm in Warrenton, Virginia, Carrie was riding horses before 
she could walk. Her parents, both small animal veterinarians, instilled in her a deep love of animals from 
the very beginning—her mother famously brought home her first pony in the back of the family station 
wagon while nine months pregnant. Carrie and her sister Kristy grew up competing on the Virginia and 
Florida pony circuits, forging a childhood steeped in horses and show rings. 

After graduating from James Madison University with a degree in Psychology and a minor in Biology, 
Carrie initially leaned toward genetic counseling. However, life took an unexpected turn when her mother 
asked her to help manage the family’s animal-themed gift stores just before the Beanie Baby craze 
exploded. Under her leadership, the business thrived and was successfully sold in 2000. 

A return to her Thoroughbred roots soon followed. Through her mother’s investment in mares boarded at 
Buckland Farm in Gainesville, Virginia, Carrie’s passion for breeding was rekindled. In 2001, she moved to 
Lexington, Kentucky, after meeting her husband, Australian-born Craig, at McCarthy’s Bar in downtown 
Lexington. That same year, they founded Machmer Hall—named in honor of her great-grandfather, Dean 
Machmer, whose name graces a hall at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

Today, Machmer Hall stands as one of the most respected names in Thoroughbred breeding. The farm is 
home to more than 300 horses and has bred, raised, and sold horses that have won over 44 graded 
stakes races, including G2 winner and 2026 Kentucky Derby participant Litmus Test. 

While horse racing remains Carrie’s first passion, she is equally committed to ensuring Thoroughbreds 
enjoy successful second careers after their racing days. She works tirelessly as an advocate for aftercare 
and equine welfare. 

Carrie and Craig have been married for nearly 24 years and live in Lexington, Kentucky. They are the proud 
parents of three adult children—something Carrie still finds hard to believe—and she now has 
supplanted their departure with her three beloved Pomeranians. Their youngest daughter, Layne, 
continues the family tradition, successfully competing her Warmblood jumper and Thoroughbred hunter 
up and down the East Coast, recently making her debut in the Grand Prix ring. 

Carrie wouldn’t trade her life in Ky surrounded by family, horses and dogs for anything in the world. 

 



 
 

 
Jonathan Green manages and co-owns one of the nation’s largest racing and breeding operations, D.J. Stable, 
LLC. Under his leadership, D.J. Stable has achieved international success, earning two Sovereign Awards, three 
Eclipse Awards, 14 Leading Owner titles, more than 160 stakes victories, and over 2,600 total wins. The 
operation has also bred and/or owned 23 Grade I winners (most recently NITROGEN) and sold more than 
$125 million at public auctions. In 2025 D.J. Stable ranked among the top five owners in purse monies earned. 
 
For the past two years, Jonathan has served as co-host of the industry’s most widely listened-to podcast, Rail 
Talk, which reaches an estimated 300,000 listeners weekly. He is also a frequent guest on other podcasts and a 
regular contributor to industry publications, using these platforms to promote open dialogue across the 
thoroughbred community. 
 
In 2022, Jonathan was elected as a Breeders’ Cup Member and is currently serving a four-year term. He is the 
Treasurer of TOBA, serves on the Canadian Jockey Club, is a founding member and Vice President of the 
Thoroughbred Racing Initiative (TRI) and was recently named one of seven new members of The Jockey 
Club. Jonathan is also serving his 2nd three-year term on the OBS Board of Directors. 
 
Beyond the racing world, Jonathan co-founded and sold a Registered Investment Advisory firm that grew to more 
than $500 million in assets under management. The firm served many of the sport’s leading jockeys, trainers, 
owners, consignors, breeders, and pinhookers. In 2015, he earned the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 
designation, recognized as the highest standard in the financial planning profession. His background in 
entrepreneurship, along with his ability to analyze financial statements and tax returns, further enhances his 
effectiveness as an industry leader. 
 
Over the past four decades, Jonathan has demonstrated unwavering commitment to the sport. He has been a vocal 
advocate for enhanced safety measures for both human and equine athletes, championing integrity, transparency, 
and reform across racing and breeding. His extensive professional experience—combined with deep, current 
knowledge of sales, racing, and breeding—allows him to bring valuable insights to the Breeders’ Cup and 
contribute meaningfully to a safer, healthier, and stronger thoroughbred industry. 
 



 

S. WALKER HANCOCK JR. 

 

Walker Hancock is the fourth generation of his family to lead Claiborne Farm, which was 
established in Paris, Kentucky in 1910. Claiborne has been part of Walker’s life from the 
beginning. He first learned to work with and handle horses at the age of eight and began 
working part-time on the farm during the summers at age 13, weed eating, mowing, and 
helping store hay and straw. 

After attending Sayre School in Lexington, Walker went on to attend the University of 
Florida, where he majored in Animal Sciences and minored in Agricultural Sales and 
Marketing. While at Florida, he was a student manager for the Gators’ 2008 National 
Championship football team. During his summer breaks, Walker continued working with 
yearlings at Claiborne and also interned with Keeneland’s sales inspection team in the 
summer of 2010. 

Following his graduation in May 2012, Walker went to work for trainer Al Stall before 
returning to Claiborne for the 2013 breeding season, serving as the farm’s resident 
veterinary technician. After that breeding season, he spent time shadowing his father, Seth 
Hancock, before assuming leadership of the farm in 2014. 

In addition to his role at Claiborne, Walker has remained actively involved in the broader 
Thoroughbred industry and his local community. He is a Past President of the Consignors 
and Commercial Breeders Association, Past President of the Paris-Bourbon County YMCA, 
Past Vice President of the Kentucky Thoroughbred Association, a current Director at 
Keeneland, serves on the board of Directors at the Breeders’ Cup, is a member of the 
American Graded Stakes Committee, and a member of The Jockey Club. 

  



 

GRAY LYSTER 

Gray Lyster was born and raised on Ashview Farm, a family-run operation in Versailles, KY. 
He studied economics at Vanderbilt University and is the General Manager at Ashview.    
  
Gray is a 45-year-old owner, breeder, farm operator, and consignor who continues to be 
hands-on with horses on a daily basis. Gray most recently co-bred Grade 1 winners Nest 
and Mo Donegal as well as Champion Breeders’ Cup winner Runhappy. Gray has served as 
a Breeders’ Cup Director for the past four years. 
 
He and his wife, Natalie, have twin boys, Teddy and Bowen, and a daughter, Lucy.    

 



 

ELLIOTT WALDEN 

Elliott is a third-generation horseman from a noted Kentucky family entrenched in 
Thoroughbred breeding and racing. He is the son of the late Ben Walden, Sr., formerly of 
Dearborn Farm. His brother, Ben Walden Jr., is also a noted horseman in Kentucky who has 
established several successful breeding operations – most notably Vinery.  

Elliott took out his trainer’s license in 1985 and was a three-time leading trainer at Churchill 
Downs, as well as two-time leading trainer at Keeneland. Walden rose to the pinnacle of 
the sport in 1998 when he trained Belmont Stakes winner Victory Gallop who returned at 4 
to win both the Whitney Handicap and the Stephen Foster Handicap  and was named 
Eclipse Champion Older Horse in 1999. Elliott finished 1999 ranked #3 in the nation with 
his career-best season earnings of $7.2 million. 

In July 2005, Elliott changed roles, going from private trainer to Racing Manager within the 
WinStar organization. In December of 2005, Walden was elevated to the role of Vice 
President of WinStar Farm where he was responsible for management oversight, both on 
and off the farm. In November of 2010, Elliott was promoted to President and CEO of 
WinStar Farm. Notwithstanding his expanded role at the farm, he remains deeply involved 
in the management of racing operations. Under his leadership, the farm has grown to over 
2600 acres, 600 horses, expanded the stallion roster and campaigned 26 graded stakes 
winners, including Triple Crown champion, Justify.  

Since 2012, Elliott has served as a Breeders’ Cup Board Member, being elected as a 
Director in 2013. He has been chairman of the Finance and Audit Committee and 
supported the Breeders’ Cup racing program through many WinStar partnerships. He 
values the tremendous influence of Breeders’ Cup and remains committed to making a 
difference in the Thoroughbred racing industry. 


