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BARBARA R. BANKE 
Chairman & Proprietor, Jackson Family Wines 

One of the wine industry’s top executives and innovators, Jackson Family Wines Chairman & Proprietor 
Barbara R. Banke has spent the last three decades leading the company she co-founded with her late 
husband, wine icon Jess Jackson. Today, the Jackson Family’s wine portfolio is a global collection of world-
class vineyards and wineries, including acclaimed properties in California, Oregon, France, Italy, Chile, 
Australia, and South Africa.   

Banke is a graduate of UCLA and Hastings Law School. As a former land use and constitutional law attorney, 
she spent more than a decade arguing cases before the United States Supreme Court and Courts of Appeal.  

Throughout the last decade Banke has helmed Stonestreet Farm with a guiding focus to breed and develop 
high quality thoroughbreds. Recent highlights include 2021 Kentucky Oaks winner and champion 3-year-old 
filly MALATHAAT; attaining the 100th graded stakes win by a Stonestreet-bred when PAULINE’S PEARL 
captured the 2022 La Troienne (G1); and homebred CLAIRIERE winning the 2022 Ogden Phipps (G1) in the 
Stonestreet silks, six years after her dam CAVORTING took the 2016 edition. Stonestreet Stables has captured 
four Breeders’ Cup races, most recently the 2021 Juvenile Turf Sprint with TWILIGHT GLEAMING.  

Barbara is diligent in serving many thoroughbred industry organizations and determined in her pursuit to 
secure a bright future for our industry.  



JONATHAN GREEN 
General Manager & Partner, D.J. Stable, LLC 

Jonathan Green manages one of the largest racing and breeding operations in the country – D.J. Stable, LLC. 
Under his guidance, D.J. Stable has enjoyed international racing success including two Sovereign Awards, an 
Eclipse Award, 14 Leading Owner Titles, over 150 Stakes Race victories (including Jaywalk’s 2018 Juvenile Filly 
Breeders’ Cup) and almost 2,400 overall wins. In addition, D.J. Stable has bred 23 Grade I performers and sold 
over $80 million of horses at public auction.  

For the past three years Jonathan has been a host on the TDN Writers' Room Podcast, whose estimated 
weekly audience is almost 60,000 listeners. In addition to the podcast, he regularly authors business-related 
articles for the Thoroughbred Daily News. He utilizes these significant platforms to promote dialogue across 
the industry. 

In 2022 Jonathan was elected as a Breeders’ Cup Member and is currently serving a four-year term with that 
prestigious group. Jonathan is on both the Florida Horseman’s Board of Directors and the NYTHA Board of 
Directors, where he serves as the finance committee chairperson. He works closely with the next generation, 
acting as a mentor in the Amplify Horse Racing Program and donating time to other new owner organizations 
such as Nexus Racing and the Empire Racing Club.  

Jonathan co-founded and recently sold a Registered Investment Advisory firm that grew to over $500 million 
under management. Amongst its clients were some of the top jockeys, trainers, owners, consignors, breeders 
and pinhookers. In 2015 he successfully secured the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ designation, which is 
widely recognized as the highest standard of excellence for financial planners. Jonathan is trained in business 
entrepreneurship and can readily decipher financial statements and tax returns. 

Over the past four decades Jonathan has demonstrated his commitment to this beautiful sport. He has been 
an outspoken advocate of improving safety measures for both human and equine athletes. From promoting 
new integrity measures, to encouraging transparency within the various facets of racing and breeding, 
Jonathan passionately dedicates his time towards making the thoroughbred industry safer, healthier, and 
stronger. His professional and personal experiences enable him to add unique insights to an already 
impressive group of Breeders’ Cup Board Members.  



S. WALKER HANCOCK JR.
Claiborne Farm

Walker is the fourth generation of Hancock’s to run his family’s Claiborne Farm which was established in 
1910.  Claiborne has been a part of his entire life as he learned to work and handle horses at the early age of 
eight. 

After attending Sayre School in Lexington, Walker went on to attend the University of Florida where he 
majored in Animal Sciences with a minor in Agricultural Sales and Marketing.  While at Florida, he was a 
student manager for the 2008 National Champion Gators football team.  During summer vacations from 
school, Walker worked with the yearlings at Claiborne and was also an intern at Keeneland on their sales 
inspection team in the summer of 2010. 

Upon graduation in May of 2012, Walker went to work for trainer Al Stall.  For the 2013 breeding season, 
Walker was the resident vet technician at Claiborne.  Once the breeding season ended, he spent time 
shadowing his father Seth until he took over control of the farm in early 2014. 

Among the other positions he holds outside of Claiborne, he is President of the Paris-Bourbon County YMCA 
board, Vice-President for the Kentucky Thoroughbred Association, a member of the American Graded Stakes 
Committee, and a member of The Jockey Club. 

Personal Statement: In 2010, I came home from school the first weekend of November to attend the Breeders' 
Cup at Churchill Downs.  By the time Sunday evening rolled around and it was time to go back to Gainesville, it 
had been one of the most exciting weekends of my life.  Witnessing our homebred Blame win the Breeders’ 
Cup classic and experiencing the thrill with friends and family was a moment I will never forget. 

From that instant I knew the Breeders’ Cup was special and something I wanted to be a part of going forward.  
Being a young member on the board, I feel that I can contribute a Millennial’s mindset to help innovate and 
move the Breeders' Cup forward in this digital era.  I understand what appeals to my generation and can 
connect with my peers on a level that others cannot. 

What I may lack in experience compared to my fellow candidates, I make up for in passion and drive.  I’m a 
young guy and have a vested interest in our industry.  A main focus of mine is on strengthening our industry 
ensuring that we are thriving and still relevant 50 years from now so my children can one day enjoy that same 
feeling I got back on a November night in 2010.   

I would be honored and very appreciative of your support.  Thank you for your consideration. 



GRAY LYSTER 
Ashview Farm 

Gray Lyster was born and raised on Ashview Farm, his family-run operation in Versailles, KY.  Gray is a sixth 
generation horsemen whose family has deep ties in the industry. 

He studied economics at Vanderbilt University and is the Co-General Manager at Ashview. 

Gray is a 41 year old breeder, owner, farm operator and consignor who continues to be hands on with horses 
on a daily basis.  Gray co-bred Champion Breeders’ Cup winner, Runhappy and more recently co-bred 
Belmont Stakes first and second place finishers, Mo Donegal and Nest.   

Gray is a member of Keeneland’s Advisory Board of Directors and has served as the President of both the 
Thoroughbred Club of America and the Consignors and Commercial Breeders Association.   

He and his wife, Natalie, have twin boys, Teddy and Bowen and a daughter, Lucy.  Gray is passionate about 
the sustainability of the industry from the foaling barn to the finish line and beyond.  

Personal Statement: I have energy and passion for the thoroughbred industry and am ready to work.  I will 
always stand on my own two feet and I believe that I can offer the board a unique perspective as a small farm 
operator and breeder who has experience in multiple facets of the industry from the ground up.  This industry 
has been my family’s lifeblood and future health of the industry is in my best interest. 



GAVIN MURPHY  
SF Bloodstock LLC 

Gavin Murphy has been involved in the equine industry all his life – as an equestrian growing up in Australia; 
as a breeder in the US and Australia since 1994; and for the last fourteen years running SF Bloodstock, an 
international breeding and racing operation. 

Originally from a town of 1,000 people in rural Queensland, Australia, Gavin moved to Sydney in 1990 to 
continue his legal career and then to New York in 1992 with his wife, Catherine where they currently 
reside.  Gavin joined Soros Fund Management in 1997. 

Gavin launched SF Bloodstock in 2008 to invest in broodmares and stallions around the world. Since then, 
SFB has grown into an internationally recognized bloodstock investor, developing significant relationships 
with WinStar Farm in the US, Ballylinch in Ireland and establishing Newgate Farm in Australia.  In addition to 
SFB’s successful breeding operation, SFB owns shares in many established and upcoming stallions and has 
had considerable success on the racetrack, including being a part owner of 2010 Kentucky Derby winner, 
Super Saver, and most recently the Australian 2YO Golden Slipper winner, Capitalist. 

SFB prides itself on operating with the highest level of integrity and professionalism and is proud of its 
success to date. 

Personal Statement:  The Breeders' Cup is a chance to showcase the best of American racing and to set the 
highest possible standards for the conduct of racing in the US.  I believe there is great opportunity to continue 
to improve the racing experience in the US for all participants.  I feel I can bring a broad and balanced 
perspective to the Breeders’ Cup mission and contribute in a positive way to the ongoing growth and success 
of this great event. 



ELLIOTT WALDEN 
President/CEO & Racing Manager, WinStar Farm 

Elliott is a third generation horseman from a noted Kentucky family entrenched in thoroughbred breeding 
and racing. He is the son of the late Ben Walden, Sr. formerly of Dearborn Farm. His brother Ben Walden, Jr is 
also a noted horseman in Kentucky who has established several successful breeding operations most notably 
Vinery.  

Walden rose to the pinnacle of the sport in 1998 when he trained Belmont Stakes (G1) winner Victory Gallop 
who returned at 4 to win both the Whitney Handicap (G1) and the Stephen Foster Handicap (G2) and was 
named Eclipse Champion Older Horse in 1999. Elliott finished 1999 ranked #3 in the nation with his career 
best season earnings of $7.2 million.  

Elliott was a three-time leading trainer at Churchill Downs during the prestigious spring meet, as well as two-
time leading trainer at Keeneland. In July 2005, Elliott changed roles within the WinStar organization, going 
from private trainer to Racing Manager. In December of 2005, Walden was elevated to the role of Vice 
President of WinStar Farm where he was responsible for management oversight, both on and off the farm.  

In November of 2010, Elliott was promoted to President and CEO of WinStar Farm. Notwithstanding his 
expanded role at the farm, he remains deeply involved in the management of racing operations and WinStar 
Farm has been blessed to race 2018 Triple Crown Winner, Justify. 

Personal Statement: I have been on the Board of Breeders' Cup for fourteen years and have watched 
Breeders' Cup grow into a premier International Sporting Event with additions of network coverage, top class 
food and entertainment, purse increases and a focus on horsemen hospitality. I have been chairman of the 
Breeders' Cup Finance and Audit Committee for ten years and we have been able to make these 
improvements while maintaining a positive cash flow. I firmly believe Breeders' Cup is the pinnacle of 
thoroughbred racing and I would like the opportunity to continue and build upon this upward trajectory. 
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